
 
THE 2011 REFERENDUM 

 
 

Our next general election is scheduled to take place on 26th November 2011.  At the same 

time there is to be a referendum on whether NZ retains the MMP voting system.  The 

referendum papers will ask 2 questions.  The first question will ask all voters to decide 

whether NZ should retain MMP as its voting system.  If more than half of the voters 

indicate hat they prefer to retain MMP, the Electoral Commission will conduct a review 

of the workings of the way MMP works.  If MMP is retained there are a number of issues 

which need to be addressed in the way it works. 

 

The second question which will be asked is, what system would you want to implement if 

MMP is rejected by the electorate.  There are four alternatives:- 

 

(i) First Past the Post.  This was the system used until MMP was introduced and 

its workings will be familiar to most voters.  It is also the simplest form of 

voting. 

 

(ii) Preferential Voting which is the system used in Australia.  It is compulsory for 

all who are enrolled to vote at Australian elections.  Voters rank the 

candidates in the order of their own preference and a candidate who gets more 

than half of the votes wins.  If no candidate gets more than half of the first 

preference votes, the candidate who has fewest number “1” votes is eliminated 

and their votes go to the candidate each voter ranked next.  The process 

continues until one candidate gets more than half of the votes.  

 

(iii) Single Transferable Vote.  This system has some similarities with preferential 

voting but with some additional features.  They rank the candidates in the 

order of their preference or they may vote for the order of preference 

published by the political party of their choice.  

 

(iv) Supplementary Member.  This system has similarities with MMP with certain 

differences. 
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Further information is needed on how the alternative voting systems work in practice and 

the advocates of each system will need to explain clearly the advantages and 

disadvantages of each system. 

 

Some features of the systems are quite clear and one of the major issues is whether 

coalitions or arrangements with other parties are essential before a government can be 

formed.  With FFP, Preferential Voting, and Supplementary Member Systems coalitions 

are not usually needed but with MMP and Single transferable vote systems coalitions are 

usually needed.  NZ voters have already seen the workings of coalition governments 

during our time with MMP.  Coalitions, in this writer’s view, should be avoided as far as 

possible. 

 

It will be an interesting referendum and all voters should give the questions serious 

consideration.  
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