
NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDING RULES  

 

 

In an effort to avoid a repetition of the leaky homes debacle, new rules will apply to most 

residential construction and alteration work from 1
st
 March 2012.  Henceforth it will be 

called “Restricted Building Work”.   

 

Restricted Building Work relates to work which is vital to the integrity of the building 

especially in respect of it being weather tight and structurally sound.  Most major 

alterations to dwellings and the construction of new dwellings will be caught by the 

definition.  The major question which a property owner needs to be aware of is, “does the 

work involve the basic structure or weather tightness of the dwelling.”  If the answer is 

yes then it is highly likely that the work will be defined as restricted building work.  

There are a variety of alterations for which a Council consent is required but the work 

will not be classified as restricted building work eg. erecting a fence around a pool or 

installing a new kitchen.  

 

From 1
st
 March 2012 only a “Licensed Building Practitioner” can carry out or supervise 

the work.  Licensed building practitioners include designers, carpenters and other 

tradesmen involved in construction work.  Other specialists like architects, engineers, 

plumbers and gasfitters can carry out some of the restricted building work, but they 

would be limited to the scope of their expertise.  

 

All building consent applications for restricted building work must include a building 

design by a registered architect or someone in a closely related occupation. 

 

If you are contemplating building, or altering, a dwelling I strongly recommend a meeting 

with Council staff to make sure you are on the right track.   

 

 

 

This article has been prepared by Bessie Paterson, a Partner with Ronald Angland & Son 

solicitors, who may be contacted on Tel: 03 349-4708 or e-mail bessie@anglands.co.nz  
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