
WILLS IN THE NEW AGE  
 
 
Thirty years ago preparing wills for our clients was comparatively easy.  A couple would 

make their wills providing for each other and if both of them died, their children would 

inherit their estate.  Most homes were owned by couple’s as joint tenants, which meant the 

survivor was entitled to become sole proprietor of all jointly owned property regardless of 

what was in the deceased partner’s will.   

 

In today’s world relationships have become much more complex with many people living in 

blended families so providing for dependants has become a major consideration.  Obviously a 

surviving partner must be the will-makers primary consideration.  If they are not fairly 

provided for in a will they can claim their proper share of the estate as provided in the 

Property (Relationships) Act.   

 

Where people are living in second or subsequent relationships it is always a matter of 

balancing fairness between each partner’s families when both partners have died.  When one 

partner has two children and the other has five children should the estate be divided in half 

and one half left to be divided between the family of two, and the other half divided among 

the family of five, or should the estate be divided equally among all children who would 

receive a 1/7 share each.  It is a difficult call to decide which option would be preferable and 

only the will maker can decide on what they believe should happen in those circumstances. 

 

It was suggested some time ago that the Family Protection Act should be repealed so that a 

will-maker’s wishes could not be challenged by dependants who felt that they had been 

unfairly provided for by a deceased parent or step-parent.  That has not happened and maybe 

the changes and complexities in our relationships have shown a need to retain that legislation.   

 

The more complex our relationships, the more important it is to have a valid, up to date will. 

It is not something that should be lodged in the too hard basket.  Be aware that the law is not 

kind to those of us who try to avoid making decisions.  If matters go to court someone will 

always be a loser and losing in court is an expensive exercise.  So I do encourage anybody 

who should make a will, to make a will as soon as possible.   

 



With very best wishes for Christmas and New Year from Partners and Staff at Ronald W. 

Angland & Son 

 

This article has been prepared by Bessie Paterson, a partner with Ronald W. Angland 

& Son, Solicitors, who may be contacted on Tel: 03 349 4708 or email: 

bessie@anglands.co.nz. 
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